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Over Parish Council 
7.30pm    Minutes Full Council E-Meeting – Tuesday 10th November 2020 
PRESENT 
Chairman:      Mrs A Griffiths 
Vice Chairman:       Mr G Twiss 
Councillors: Mr A Tranter, Mrs M Hyde, Mrs J Davies, Mr S Couper, Mrs H Pletts, Mr R Robinson, Mr M 

Conlon (2 Vacancies) 
Parish Clerk:      Mrs M Pink 
In attendance 
County Councillor: None 
District Councillor: Mr B Handley 
Parishioners:      0 

Item  
2020/11-01 To Receive and Accept Apologies for Absence 

County Cllr P Hudson, District Cllr D Percival 
2020/11-02 Members’ Declarations of Interest & Dispensations 

2.1 Declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda – Registered Interests received from 
Cllr S Couper, Cllr A Tranter – Trustee of Over Day Centre 
Cllrs R Robinson, M Hyde, A Griffiths – Trustees of Over Town Lands Charity  
Cllr J Davies – Trustee of Over Community Association 
Cllr Griffiths declared an interest in Agenda Item 5.3 

2.2 Requests to Speak - No requests received to speak on any items as declared above. 
2.3 To receive requests for dispensations - No requests received. 
2.4 To grant requests received - The granting of dispensations to be made by Full Council.   

 
2020/11-03 Public Participation – None 
 
2020/11-04 Minutes 

4.1 To Approve Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting Dated 13th October 2020 
RESOLVED: It was proposed, seconded, and unanimously agreed that the Minutes are approved.  The 
Chairman will sign the Minutes at the next available Full Council Meeting.  All actions have been 
completed.                  ACTION CHAIR 

2020/11-05 Planning – For Discussion and Approval 
5.1 Application – 20/04118/HFUL - 1 Fen End - Two storey side extension and front door alteration 

 RESOLVED: It was proposed, seconded, and unanimously approved that the Council comments are 

noted as no objections 

5.2 Application – 20/04164/HFUL – 17 Giffords Way - Single storey rear extension 

RESOLVED: It was proposed, seconded, and unanimously approved that the Council comments are 

noted as no objections 

5.3 Application – 20/04162/HFUL – 11 The Lanes - Demolition of single storey side extension and porch. 

Construct new single storey side/rear extension & porch 

RESOLVED: It was proposed, seconded, and unanimously approved that the Council comments are 

noted as no objections 

5.4 Application – 20/04080/FUL – Land Adjacent 167 Station Road Willingham - Proposed detached chalet 

bungalow and garage -  This application is in Willingham and not Over 

 Planning for Information Only 

5.5 Application – 20/04285/S73 – 30 Unwins Lane - Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) pursuant to 

planning permission 20/02269/HFUL (Single storey extension) 

5.6 Application – 20/2136/TTCA – 53 High Street – Tree work - Various 

5.7 Application – S/1876/17NMA1 – 15 Station Road - Non material amendment on application 

S/1876/17/FL for replacement of bi-fold doors to windows in ground floor bedroom, alteration to back 

exterior wall, addition of exterior door to utility room, replacement of existing window next to stairs 

with front door, removal of front door in snug, addition of door to master bedroom at top of new stairs 

and removal of staircase in snug 
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2020/11-06 Finance 

6.1 Approval of Payments – The Clerk asked if a payment of £396.00 to The Fire Authority can be made now 
and then added to the payments list for November. 

 RESOLVED:  To approve invoices and payments as listed to the sum of £7,475.92 and to make the 
payment noted above.  

6.2  Receipts noted: Total received £75.00 
6.3 External Audit Report to be noted – No actions to take – Noted by Council 
6.4 Covid-19 support grant applied for – to be noted (action needed before the 22nd Oct) – The Clerk 

informed the Council that SCDC had announced that a new support grant for emergency funds to be 
used by Village Support Groups could be applied for but a decision was needed by the 22nd October.  
The amount is determined by the number of the electorate.  It is believed that the amount will be 
around £300.  The Clerk confirmed with both the Chairman and Vice Chairman that they were happy for 
the grant to be applied for.  The Council will hold the grant on behalf of the Village Support Group.  Cllr 
Handley confirmed this and gave a few more details to the Council to help them with their 
understanding of the grant.  A further grant can also be applied for by individual residents in need and 
can be applied for via the support group or directly to SCDC.  He will forward more information to the 
Clerk.          ACTION Cllr Handley 

2020/11-07  Employment 
7.1 Clerks Appraisal to be discussed – The Chairman had provided an email report on the 9th November to 

the Council following the Appraisal meeting held on Tuesday 20th October.  The recommendations in the 

Employment Team report formed the proposal put forward to the Council for approval. As, due to the 

pandemic, this appraisal was 6 months overdue the next appraisal will be in March/April 2021.  For 

clarity, we will define the Clerk’s contracted hours as 87 per month (approximating to 20 hours per 

week) and the Clerk’s monthly salary will be calculated on that basis going forward at SCP24. 

 RESOLVED: It was proposed, seconded, and unanimously approved that the Council approves the 

recommendations for employment made by the Employment Team. 

2020/11-08 Village Matters         

8.1 Covid 19 Snake – Quotation for installation to be discussed – The Clerk had provided rough dimensions 

and weight of the snake to Cllr Hyde but she was not able to get a firm quotation as more in depth 

information is needed.  Cllr Twiss highlighted a different location for the installation of the snake.  

Placing the snake at ground level along the base of the wall outside the Church was discussed and the 

Clerk is to investigate this option.                 ACTION CLERK  

8.2 Pavilion – Decision needed re electrical testing and changes to lights at the Pavilion – The Clerk had 

asked Cllr Robinson to get new quotes for the 5-year electrical testing in the Pavilion.  It was decided 

however that as PAT testing was also needed that this would be carried out at the same time at an 

approximate cost of £200.  Cllr Robinson will provide the Clerk with the invoice for payment and the 

electrical testing certificates.  The Clerk is to officially issue a Purchase Order for works to the Pavilion to 

the Contractor so that the work can be booked in for action.  Payment of the invoice is to be made now 

and then added to the payments list in November.                     ACTION CLERK 

8.3 Church End Seat – Quotation for white lining in front of the seat to be discussed – The Clerk has asked 

the County Council to provide a quote for white lining and the words “keep clear” to be placed in front 

of the seat area to stop parking/stopping in front of the seat.  She has chased for the quote but has not 

received it yet.          ACTION CLERK 

8.4 Protection of Overcote from illegal encampments to be discussed – The Clerk asked the Council to 

suggest some possible solutions to the problem of illegal encampments at Overcote.  This matter was 

discussed at length and it was determined that removal of illegal encampments can be a long process 

that can be costly, however putting a physical restriction at an open village area is not an option.  This 

will hamper the free movement of users of the facility as well as farmers who graze their livestock in and 

around the riverbank.  Cllr Handley was asked if the District Council could help with this matter and he 

provided some further details regarding procedure etc.  The Clerk is to try and find out if there are any 

specialist consultancy companies who can help with this matter.  Byelaws are to be looked into and the 

Clerk will also ask CAPALC for any advice.  The Clerk is to also find out if there are any insurance policies 

that can be taken out to help with costs.       ACTION CLERK 
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8.5 Highway Meeting update to be noted – The Clerk had provided details of the latest County Council 

Highways Meeting – Update noted by the Council 

8.6 OCA request for support from reserved funds – Quotations to be considered.  The Over Community  

Association have requested financial support to enable them to make changes to the entrance doors 

at the centre.  

RESOLVED: It was proposed, seconded, and unanimously approved that the Council provides a donation 

equal to the lowest quotation supplied.  The VAT element is not to be included in the donation.  The 

Clerk will send OCA a grant request form.      ACTION CLERK 

Cllr Handley left the meeting at 8.30pm 

8.7 HGV Covenant proposal to be discussed – Cllr Pletts had supplied the Council with a proposed letter that 

is to be sent to local haulage companies promoting the County Council HGV Covenant Scheme and the 

use of the local advisory freight maps to help to alleviate some heavy goods traffic travelling through 

Over Village. It was suggested that a small trial is to be initiated to see what response is received. 

RESOLVED: It was proposed, seconded, and approved that Cllr Pletts works with the Clerk to see what 

can be achieved.            ACTION CLERK & HP 

8.8 Final confirmation of lamp posts to be used for speed sign installation – list to be confirmed so that the 

Clerk can apply for a permit.  Suggestions have been made by Cllrs Twiss and Couper for locations for 

the speed sign within the Village.  The Chairman will have a final walk about to determine which lamp 

posts can be used.             ACTION CHAIR, CLERK  

Parish Council meeting suspended to discuss items relating to the Registered Charity for The Green (Charity 

number: 300418) Parish Council is Sole Trustee of the Charity 

2020/11-09 The Green as a Charity                 Information & approval 

9.1 Request by the Football Club for the Installation of socketed goals on the Green to be discussed 

 A request has been received for permission to install socketed goals on the Green for the use of the 

Over Colts. A report from the Colts was provided for the Council to consider.  Roll Out goals are not to 

be considered for the Green as per the decision made in October.  Therefore, the solutions to consider 

are socketed goals or the continued use of the original goalposts.    

 RESOLVED: It was proposed, seconded, and unanimously approved that the Council supports the use of 

socketed goals at the Green. They must be capped when not in use and removed after every game.  The 

installation needs to be supervised by the Groundsman and consideration will have to be given to the 

underground drainage channels          ACTION CLERK & DB 

     Parish Council meeting reconvened 

 

2020/11-10 Matters of Interest from County and District Councillors and PCSO 
10.1 County Council – Emailed report from Cllr P Hudson circulated prior to the meeting.  Noted 

 10.2  District Council – Emailed report from Cllr B Handley circulated prior to the meeting.  Noted.  
 10.3 Police – None 
2020/11-11 Village Reports 

11.1 To receive Village Handyman Report and consider any maintenance items – Report noted  
11.2 To receive Groundsman Report re the Green – Report noted  

2020/11-12 PC representatives on Village Charities and other bodies – Matters of interest     Information 

 12.1 Hanson Aggregates – No Report 

 12.2 Over Town Lands Charity – SCDC have not approved the change of use category for the Town Hall due to 

lack of parking.  New address details are to be provided to the Land Registry for land owned by the 

Charity. 

 12.3 Over Community Association – The AGM was held, and new Officers have been appointed. 

 12.4 Over Day Centre – Letter to be noted giving thanks to the Council for the grant.  Re-opening plans have  

been delayed but the clients are all very keen to come back. 

 12.5 Community Warden – The Clerk and Cllr Hyde are to join the steering group to ensure the smooth  

running of the new Community Warden Scheme in the Village. 

 12.6 Speed Watch – One session was held in October and two others were rained off.  All sessions have now  

been stopped due to the current Covid-19 restrictions       
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The Clerk received a last-minute email from the RBL requesting permission to remove the current bench at the 
memorial site and to replace it with a new version.  This request arrived too late to be an official agenda item in 
November but will be discussed officially in December.  However, as the bench is to be fully funded by other 
means and it is only permission being asked for at this time a response, in principle, will be made to state that 
the Parish Council are happy to have the old bench replaced but would welcome a bench design that reflects 
peace and remembrance rather than promoting armaments so a final decision will be given when the final 
design of the bench has been supplied.  The Clerk is to ask for a final design so that this can be discussed 
officially in December. 
 
The Christmas Lights are currently being installed and the tree will be delivered soon 
 
The Chairman and the Clerk have issued a new Councillor Vacancy Notice that is to be promoted within the 
Village via the notice board, website, and Facebook.  All applications are to be received by the 4th January so 
that a decision can be made at the Co-Option Meeting in January. 

 

 
     Next meeting dates: Full Council E-Meeting – 7.30pm Tuesday 8th December 2020 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 9.28PM 
These minutes are unadopted 
Signed & dated Chairman 



 
County Councillor report October 2020 
 

Highways Meeting 
 

This meeting was held as planned on the 30th October at 1300hrs at the Village Institute Longstanton. All 
highway issues were discussed with our highways team and due to Oakington being unable to be represented, a 
special meeting will be set up for them. Also, due to the new lockdown, some members of staff will be redeployed 
to support the County Hub. 
 

Covid-19 update for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, 5 November 2020 
 

Confirmed Covid-19 cases  

• 816 new lab-confirmed Covid-19 cases were detected in Cambridgeshire (519) and Peterborough 

(297) in the latest reporting week, 26 October – 1 November. This is 27 less than the previous reporting 

week. 

• The weekly incidence per 100,000 population has decreased in Cambridgeshire and increased in 

Peterborough in the last reporting week. At a district level, all districts except Huntingdonshire had a 

decrease. Regional and national incidence rates have also decreased. 

All cause and Covid-19 deaths – all settings and in care homes 

• There were two Covid-19 related deaths in Cambridgeshire (Huntingdonshire) and Peterborough in 

ONS reporting week 43 (week ending 23 October, but registered up to 31 October). ONS reporting week 

42 also had two Covid-19 deaths. 

• There were 117* all-cause deaths in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough in week 43 (up from 115 in 

week 42).  

• At a district level, Cambridge (+4), East Cambridgeshire (+4), and Fenland (+2) reported an increase 

in all-cause deaths compared to the previous week.  

• The latest notification of a Covid-19 related death in a Cambridgeshire care home was 21 August. 

The last notification at a Peterborough care home was 18 September (data received by 30 October). 

• The number of all-cause deaths is above the 2015-19 average in Cambridgeshire, and below the 

2015-19 average in Peterborough for week 43. Numbers in Cambridge and Fenland are also below the 

5 year average for all-cause deaths. Numbers in South Cambridgeshire are similar, and numbers in East 

Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire are above for week 43. 

• The number of all-cause deaths in care homes is above the 2015-19 average in Cambridgeshire 

and Peterborough. All districts are ‘above’ or ‘similar to’ the 5yr average in week 43 except South 

Cambridgeshire. 

 
 



 

Working with our universities 
 

The County Council’s Public Health team have been working in close partnership with the Public Health England 
Health Protection Team, the University of Cambridge and Anglia Ruskin University to prepare for the return of 
students, support outbreak management, and ensure that the health and wellbeing of students, staff and the wider 
community is protected during the current pandemic.  
 

A COVID-19 Outbreak Management University Working Group (CUWG) has been set up including members from 
the County Council Public Health Directorate. This sits within the Education Cell of the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Local Outbreak Control Plan and reports into the daily Outbreak Management Team and into the 
weekly Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Health Protection Board. 
 

Both universities have procedures in places to notify the authority of every positive student and staff case. These 
cases will be monitored by the County Surveillance Cell to identify changes in rates of infection over time with 
increases flagged if necessary to the Outbreak Management Team and Health Protection Board.  

An outbreak is defined by Public Health England as two or more confirmed cases of COVID-19 among students 
or staff who are direct close contacts, proximity contacts or in the same cohort in the university or halls of 
residence within 14 days. A cohort might be a tutorial group, lecture group, lab session, social club, or other 
defined group within the school. 

Cambridge University Covid-19 Testing results  
 

Cambridge University have their own pathway for rapid testing for all staff and students with symptoms. In 
addition they are rolling out a weekly asymptomatic testing programme for all students resident in College 
accommodation. Since the start of term, Cambridge University have been publishing the results of both their 
asymptomatic testing programme and their testing of symptomatic students on  
https://www.cam.ac.uk/coronavirus/stay-safe-cambridge-uni/data-from-covid-19-testing-service 
This shows that after rising in the second week of term, numbers of cases and the percentage of students testing 
positive have now started to reduce.  

 
 

https://www.cam.ac.uk/coronavirus/stay-safe-cambridge-uni/data-from-covid-19-testing-service


 
Anglia Ruskin University will use the NHS national testing system.  To enhance access for students public health 

has been working to get macro-level approval to have a Local Testing Site (walk-in site) in Cambridge City in an 

area that is accessible to Anglia Ruskin students, and the local population. 

The County Hub 

Children and families have been receiving meals over the school holidays from the Cambridgeshire countywide 

hub service The Countywide Hub, which is run by the County Council, has been providing free meals and support 

to local residents since the pandemic began, and this has continued throughout the school holiday this week. 

Between the start of half-term on Monday 26 October and yesterday Thursday 29 October), 113 requests for 

support were made to our Contact Centre. 113 households, including 305 children, received food boxes. The hub 

has provided food packages to children and families who are eligible for free school meals as well as those who 

are not but may be struggling as a result of the pandemic. To contact the Countywide Hub, call 03450455219. . 

The County Hub has been making sure food is readily available for those who need it and this support will 

continue. No child should or will go hungry. Schools have also issued reminders of how to access help 

from the County Hub to the parents of all children eligible for free school meals in Cambridgeshire.  

County Council staff have once again been redeployed to maintain the hub’s capability on supply, 

distribution, and support. 

The next four weeks 

The County Council are pulling together information on how they will be delivering services for the four weeks 
from Thursday, and getting new information and guidance each day. 

• Schools, early years setting and colleges will remain fully open to all children.  Support services will 
continue to work with all settings, minimising where possible visit in person but these will be undertaken 
where essential to support a child.  

• Adult Social Care has continued to deliver statutory functions under the Care Act throughout the 
pandemic, supporting vulnerable adults and seeking out and implementing any opportunity to help people 
to stay independent building on all the learning from the Adults Positive Challenge Programme. For the 
next four weeks the council will be continuing to function in the same way it did in the last lockdown and 
where needed they will carry out face to face work with the necessary risk assessments in place. The 
reablement and in house Learning Disability Teams (respite, supported living, day opps) have continued 
to function throughout the pandemic and will continue to throughout this lockdown and staff will ensure all 
the right arrangements continue to be in place to enable them to do this safely. The first point of contact 
continues to be our Contact Centre / Adult Early Help team which continues to fully function as normal 
and is there to support people with advice information and to put in place practical measures that mean 
people don’t need to get into the more formal statutory care system. The day services are currently 
undergoing a phased return and the County Council is making sure that the requirements re social 
distancing are in place. This means they haven’t been able to get everyone who wants to back to day 
services, although some people have said at this stage they don’t want to whilst infection levels in the 
community are still rising. Staff will continue to respond to the changing situation but do expect day 
opportunities to remain open even with limited capacity. 

• Death registrations and funerals with up to 30 people, socially distanced, will continue. Weddings and civil 
partnership ceremonies will stop except for deathbed ceremonies. 

• Household recycling centres will remain open with social distancing in place and all waste collections 
(black bin, recycling, food and garden) will continue. Bulky Waste collection with continue too, although 
face to face quotes will stop. 

• Gyms and indoor leisure facilities will close. 

• Libraries across Cambridgeshire will remain open - customers, will be able to use the ‘Select and Collect’ 
system for ordering books which will be kept in place.  

• Through ‘Select and Collect’ customers can choose titles according to their preferences (e.g. genre, 
fiction, non-fiction, talking books, children’s books etc.) and then collect them from any of the open 
libraries.  

• In keeping with national health and safety guidance, customers are required to maintain social distancing 
whilst in queues outside entrances and once inside buildings, must stick within guided floor markings and 
wear face coverings.  

• Ordered books are handed over at designated collection points and customers cannot browse titles on 
the shelves.  

• Public access IT facilities are available by appointment only, with a limit of one 45 minute appointment 
per day per customers.  



• The council’s mobile library service will continue to operate, with customers able to use Select and 
Collect.  

• To order a book using Select and Collect visit here or call the Customer Service Centre on 0345 045 
5225.  

• For more information about library services visit https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-
leisure-culture/libraries   

Schools 

 Schools continue to remain open for all children and young people as they have since the start of the autumn 
term for the duration of the national restrictions. Being at school is vital for children’s education and for their 
wellbeing. Time spent out of school is detrimental for children’s cognitive and academic development, particularly 
for disadvantaged children. This impact can affect both current levels of education, and children’s future ability to 
learn. It continues to be our aim that all pupils, in all year groups, remain in school full-time. The risk to children 
themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very low and there are negative health 
impacts of being out of school. For the vast majority of children, the benefits of being back in the classroom far 
outweigh the low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19) and schools can take action to reduce risks still further. 
The County Council published actions for schools during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak  guidance to 
support schools to welcome back all children from the start of the autumn term. Schools should continue to 
undertake risk assessments and implement the system of controls set out in this guidance. These measures 
provide a framework for school leaders to put in place proportionate protective measures for pupils and staff. If 
schools follow the guidance and maximise control measures, they can be confident they are managing risk 
effectively. 
We would expect schools to ensure any changes required in light of national restrictions are in place as soon as 
practically possible, and by Monday 9 November at the latest. 
 
Home tutoring and elective home educating 
Home tutoring and out-of-school activities to support elective home education can continue to operate provided 
that they are primarily used by home educating parents as part of their arrangements for their child to receive a 
suitable full-time education. 
 
Music, dance and drama 
Music, dance and drama can be undertaken in school so long as safety precautions are undertaken. Advice is 
provided in the full opening guidance for schools. 
 
Residential providers and boarding schools 
Residential providers should support students to reduce travel between home and educational accommodation 
unless absolutely necessary. Where students normally travel between their boarding school and home during 
term time for the purpose of education, this is allowed. 
 
Face coverings 
In primary schools and education settings teaching year 6 and below, there is no change to the existing position. 
It is not mandatory for staff and visitors to wear face coverings. In situations where social distancing between 
adults in settings is not possible (for example when moving around in corridors and communal areas), settings 
have the discretion to recommend the use of face coverings for adults on site, for both staff and visitors. 
In schools where pupils in year 7 and above are educated, face coverings should be worn by adults and pupils 
when moving around the premises, outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and communal areas where social 
distancing cannot easily be maintained. This was already the case for pupils in year 7 and above, and staff and 
visitors for those schools that were in areas where local alert level ‘high’ and ‘very high’. 
Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings and we expect adults and pupils to be sensitive to 
those needs. 
Face coverings should also be worn by pupils in year 7 and above when travelling on dedicated school transport 
to secondary school or college. 
 
Clinically extremely vulnerable children and staff 
 
Children 
More evidence has emerged that shows there is a very low risk of children becoming very unwell from 
coronavirus (COVID-19), even for children with existing health conditions. Most children originally identified as 
clinically extremely vulnerable no longer need to follow original shielding advice. Parents should be advised to 
speak to their child’s GP or specialist clinician if they have not already done so, to understand whether their child 
should still be classed as clinically extremely vulnerable. 
Those children whose doctors have confirmed they are still clinically extremely vulnerable are advised not to 
attend education whilst the national restrictions are in place. Schools will need to make appropriate arrangements 
to enable them to continue their education at home. Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely 
vulnerable, but who are not clinically extremely vulnerable themselves, should still attend education. 
Parents of clinically extremely vulnerable children will be receiving a letter shortly confirming this advice. 
 
Staff 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..PkAtOvVjl1eYcKbf12-z8Kqs29XoWwT7MdYi2EuAWho/s/901245092/br/87989866078-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..t9ejXbEqG-Gb9s-g_CtId5Wz0wifabEjBGZkcCxmcdU/s/901245092/br/87989866078-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..t9ejXbEqG-Gb9s-g_CtId5Wz0wifabEjBGZkcCxmcdU/s/901245092/br/87989866078-l
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#music-dance-and-drama-in-school


Those individuals who are clinically extremely vulnerable are advised to work from home and not to go into work. 
Individuals in this group will have been identified through a letter from the NHS or from their GP, and may have 
been advised to shield in the past. Staff should talk to their employers about how they will be supported, including 
to work from home where possible, during the period of national restrictions. 
All other staff should continue to attend work, including those living in a household with someone who is clinically 
extremely vulnerable. 
 
Clinically vulnerable staff and children 
 
Staff and children who are clinically vulnerable or have underlying health conditions but are not clinically 
extremely vulnerable, may continue to attend school in line with current guidance. 
 
Transport 
The transport guidance sets out a framework for local authorities and schools to follow when arranging transport 
to and from schools from the autumn term. We are clear that there cannot be a ‘one size fits all’ approach where 
the system of controls describes every scenario, but it provides a set of principles to support informed local 
decision making and risk assessment. Children and young people aged 11 and over must wear a face covering 
on public transport. Face coverings should also be worn by pupils in year 7 and above when travelling on 
dedicated school transport to secondary school or college. This does not apply to those who are exempt. 
Travel in or out of local areas should be avoided, and parents, carers and staff should look to reduce the number 
of journeys they make - but travelling to deliver and access education is still permitted. 
Staff, children and their parents and carers are encouraged to walk or cycle when travelling to and from school 
where this is possible, and to plan ahead and avoid busy times and routes on public transport. This will allow 
social distancing to be practised. 
 
Sport and physical education 
It is important that children continue to remain fit and active and, wherever possible, have the 60 active minutes of 
daily physical activity recommended by the Chief Medical Officers. Schools have the flexibility to decide how 
physical education, sport and physical activity will be provided whilst following the measures in their system of 
controls. 
Sports whose national governing bodies have developed guidance under the principles of the government’s 
guidance on team sport and been approved by the government are permitted. Schools must only provide team 
sports listed on the return to recreational team sport framework. Competition between different schools should not 
take place, in line with the wider restrictions on grassroots sport. Pupils should be kept in consistent groups and 
sports equipment thoroughly cleaned between each use by different individual groups. 
Outdoor sports should be prioritised where possible, and large indoor spaces used where it is not, maximising 
natural ventilation flows (through opening windows and doors or using air conditioning systems wherever 
possible), distancing between pupils and paying scrupulous attention to cleaning and hygiene. This is particularly 
important in a sports setting because of the way in which people breathe during exercise. External facilities can 
also be used in line with government guidance for the use of, and travel to and from, those facilities. 
Schools are able to work with external coaches, clubs and organisations for curricular activities where they are 
satisfied that it is safe to do so. Where schools are offering extra-curricular activities (that is, before and after 
school clubs) they should only do so where it is reasonably necessary to support parents to work, search for 
work, or undertake training or education, or where the provision is being used for the purposes of respite care. 
Schools should consider carefully how such arrangements can operate within their wider protective measures. 
Activities such as active miles, making break times and lessons active and encouraging active travel help to 
enable pupils to be physically active while encouraging physical distancing. 
 
Addenbrooke's ready to fight winter pressures and Covid  
Addenbrooke’s are gearing up for winter with plans for managing infectious diseases like Covid, flu and norovirus 
alongside the many other patients requiring care. Winter is always a tough time for hospitals, but the need to keep 
patients socially distanced will reduce the number of beds they have available, placing more strain on their 
services this year. 
  
To tackle this they have devised a winter bed plan designed to balance the need to provide safe, responsive care 
for planned and unplanned patients, with and without Covid-19.  
 
It sets out which wards will change to amber and red as cases of Covid-19 increase in coming months, and gives 
them some certainty to the sequence of steps that will be taken, even if they can’t be entirely certain about levels 
of demand.  
 

Peter Hudson 
County Councillor  Over, Oakington, Westwick, Longstanton, and  Northstowe 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020#part-b-guidance-for-dedicated-transport-to-schools-and-other-places-of-education-for-autumn-term-2020
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#exemptions-face-coverings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-phased-return-of-sport-and-recreation/return-to-recreational-team-sport-framework
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Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) people 
Residents who are at the most risk from coronavirus – those who are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) – are being 
asked to take extra precautions during the current national lockdown: they should stay at home as much as possible, and if 
they are not able to work from home should not work. They are also advised not to go out (e.g.) to the shops or the 
pharmacy. This group of people is not as large as the group identified under the previous shielding scheme; for example, 
not everyone over 70 are being asked to stay at home this time. Everyone who is in CEV category has been sent a letter 
from Government to advise them what they need to do to stay safe and SCDC and Cambridgeshire County Council will be 
following this up with a further letter/email/text with information about local support, including from local community 
groups. 
 
Food scheme extended again 
 
The food scheme run by SCDC and Over Day Centre, which has been running since May, has been extended until the end of 
March 2021 thanks to Defra funding. The scheme has provided 1462 meals to 87 local residents in the villages of Over, Bar 
Hill, Caldecote, Cottenham, Hardwick, Harston, Longstanton, Swavesey and Willingham. The Day Centre will continue to 
produce around a hundred meals a day on two days per week. If you know of any residents who would benefit from 
receiving a weekly meal, please contact communities@scambs.gov.uk, as there may be a little extra capacity.  
 
Business support  
Local businesses are going through a tough time and SCDC’s Business Support team has been created to help. We would 
encourage any local businesses that are unsure about what they can/cannot do as part of new lockdown measures, or if 
they need support or advice on financial assistance, they should contact the team: email openforbusiness@scambs.gov.uk 
for general support and guidance, or BusinessGrants@scambs.gov.uk for queries relating to Local Restriction Support 
grants.  
 
SCDC publishes a regular business newsletter, which has been highly commended by those businesses that have already 
signed up to receive them. Check out the SCDC webpages for all the most up to date information and business advice and 
to register for the newsletter here: https://tinyurl.com/y6t838p9   

 
The ‘second wave’ and NHS hospitals  
 
During the lockdown earlier in the year, people were less inclined to contact their GP with non-Covid matters and our 
hospitals prepared for the expected rise in Covid patients by emptying their wards to make space. A side-effect of this has 
been a rise is the number of people needing treatment now for acute illnesses. Our hospitals report that, as a result, they 
are nearly at capacity treating patients who are too ill to be discharged as well as having to treat a rising number of severe 
cases of Covid-19. Since they will be unable to empty their wards as they did in the spring if Covid case numbers rise 
significantly, we all need to play our part to prevent the worst case from happening. This has been a major driver for the 
decision to have a second lockdown.  
 
 
 
Bill Handley and Dawn Percival, November 2020 
Cllr.handley@scambs.gov.uk 01954 200287  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bill.handley.54540 or https://www.facebook.com/libdems3rdMay18/ 

Twitter: @bill_handley55 
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